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have foreseen the future, he would no doubt, have rejoiced to know that
such a recruit was before many years to be added to his Congregation.
The father of the distinguished Oratorian was Vincenzo Grassi, who is
described as having been remarkable for his devotion to the Holy House
of Loretto. He died when his little son was ten years old, and already
conspicuous for piety, and an excellent memory for remembering sermons
and discourses almost by heart! He became known to the Fathers of the
local Oratory not only on account of this, but also for his punctually
serving Mass at the Church daily. His great friend among the Oratorians
at this time, was Fr. Flaminio Ricci, a very holy priest, one of whose
devout sayings was: " The true service of God is to serve Him when,
and in what manner, He pleases, even though it should be in a prison! " At
the age of seventeen, young Grassi, after some considerable opposition
from his good mother, who had other views for her son, entered the
Oratory, He was already so far advanced in classical and general know-
ledge, as to be known as " the walking Dictionary! " He applied himself
no less diligently to his philosophical and theological studies, and he was
believed later to know the Scriptures and the Summa of St Thomas well-
nigh by heart. After his ordination (1616) he was much sought after as
a Confessor, and soon some five or six hours of each day were taken up
in the holy tribunal.
Though at the outset of his life in religion, Fr. Grassi was frequently
troubled with scruples, he nevertheless overcame this dreadful affliction,
and turning the tables on these perverted ideas and the enemy who, no
doubt, fosters them, used to console himself and his crowds of penitents
by the reflection that " our sins, if we detest them, are in a sense worthy
of God, for they are the matter of one of His Sacraments/' In 1635, he
succeeded Fr. Ignatius Savini as Superior of the Fermo Oratory. His
rule was so mild that when asked why he did not show himself more
severe, he replied smilingly: " I do not think I should know how to be! "
He used also to say with regard to forming an opinion of others, that
" one single defect should never be considered in a person, but the whole
of his actions should be taken into account, as in these as a rule, more good
than evil is to be found." Besides gently directing his brethren and hearing
a vast number of Confessions, Fr. Grassi also devoted much time to
consoling the sick in the hospitals, and administering the last Sacraments
to the dying. His holy wisdom and wide general knowledge, caused him
to be consulted frequently on all kinds of topics, and one of these " clients/*
Cardinal Facchinetti, Archbishop of Spoleto, used to say of him: ** I
never knew a man, in all my life, who took things so calmly, or who kept
his mind so constantly raised to God." Another who sought his guidance,
was the Bishop of San Severino, afterwards Pope Clement X* Fr* Grassi